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THE WEST PHILADELPHIA NEWSPAPEE AND ITS 
EEPUBLICATION BY THE COLONIAL SOCIETY. 

For us to congratulate the Colonial Society on the ap- 
pearance of the first volume of its great undertaking is 
almost to praise ourselves, for the members of that Society 
are nearly without exception active members of The His- 
torical Society of Pennsylvania, and owe their interest 
in such an association to our fostering care to incite a wide- 
spread desire for a clearer knowledge of local history 
and genealogy than we now have. This is the second off- 
shoot of this Society which it has produced of recent years 
of local use and importance, the Genealogical Society, 
which has done such great work in the transcribing of 
church records aud in making abstracts and indexes of the 
wills recorded in this vicinity, being a few years older. 
The Colonial Society is not yet very strong in numbers, but 
in the field it has undertaken to cultivate it is full of energy. 
That the scope of its aims is a wide one is plain enough 
from the . statement of its objects set forth in its neatly 
gotten-up Year-Book issued two years ago. As there stated, 
the Society aims " to celebrate anniversaries of events con- 
nected with the settlement of Pennsylvania which occurred 
prior to 1700 ; to collect, preserve, and publish records and 
documents, printed or in manuscript, relating to the early 
history of that colony, and to perpetuate the memory of the 
early settlers of the American Colonies." 

The Society has published a number of addresses delivered 
before it on various occasions, and proposes from time to 
time to continue this series of "Bulletins." Of those 
already issued the more important are Mr. Henry Budd's 
scholarly address on " Colonial Legislation in Pennsylvania" 
and Mr. Thomas Allen Glenn's " Account of the Blue Anchor 
Tavern." These are nicely printed pamphlets presenting in 
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attractive form the learned performances of their authors, 
but the Society's magnum opus, the first volume of which is 
now before us, is a work of much wider scope. It is no less 
an undertaking than the reproduction in facsimile of the 
whole of The American Weekly Mercury from its beginning in 
1719 to its suspension in 1752, after an existence of nearly 
thirty-three years. The American Weekly Mercury, the first 
Pennsylvania newspaper, was begun in 1719 by Andrew 
Bradford, and after his death was continued by his widow 
until she too " went the way of all flesh" in 1752. At first it 
was a single sheet of two pages small folio, its contents being 
mainly European news, supplemented by lists of arriving 
and departing vessels. In the course of time it grew to be 
a regular four-page weekly, and sometimes, when required, 
was expanded to twice this number of pages. It maintained 
a uniform size of page from the beginning, and although there 
are some slight changes in its headings in the way of atro- 





ciously inartistic cuts of " Mercury," a " Post-Rider," and 
what may have been intended as a view of Philadelphia 
from the Delaware, it did not, like Franklin's Pennsylvania 
Gazette, take on half a dozen different sizes of sheet during 
its career. We have not reproduced either of these, but 
content ourselves with copying a couple of the oft-repeated 
illustrations to advertisements of runaway servants and 
freshly imported slaves offered for sale. 

Typographically the Mercury was not a thing of beauty, 
the reprint looking better in this respect and being much 
more legible than the original ; but such as it was — it is, 
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except that time has somewhat dimmed it by yellowing its 
pages. We should he grateful to the Colonial Society for 
making it accessible to the searcher after the kind of facts 
which have hitherto lain burred in its columns. nly a single 
copy of the earlier years is known to have been preserved* 
This was once the property of Judge Thomas Hopkinson, 
and became, by the gift of his more famous son Francis, 
one of the signers of the Declaration of Independence, the 
property of the Library Company of Philadelphia, where it 
now forms a brilliant gem in its collection of American incu- 
nabula;. It is from this copy, by the kind permission of the 
directors of the library, that the facsimile is being made. 
The facsimile is an admirable piece of work in every respect, 
while the index which has been added by the Colonial Soci- 
ety is thoroughly exhaustive and will be an invaluable and 
indispensable aid to future historians and genealogists. 
There is no field in either of these departments of research 
on which the Mercury will not throw some new light or add 
some new facts of importance. 

One other item is of unusual interest in connection with 
Mr. Jenkins's article on " The Family of William Penn" 
which has been appearing in The Pennsylvania Magazine 
for some time past ; it is in the number of the Mercury for 
September 1, 1720, and announces the death of the eldest 
son of the founder of Pennsylvania. We quote it in full : 

" William Penn Esq Proprietor and Governour of the 
•Province of Pennsilvania [sic'] in North America died 
lately at Liege, of a Consumption and Imposthume in his 
Lungs, after six months sickness. He was a Grandson of 
Admiral Penn, and son of William Penn, Esq." It is 
worthy of remark that the president of the Colonial Society 
is the lineal representative of the gentleman whose demise is 
alluded to in this announcement. 

Many other items of interest might be quoted, but we 
shall do no more than call attention to the announcement 
in No. 94 of the arrival of a ship-load of Palatines, which 
has hitherto escaped notice. 

The facsimile has been made in the best possible manner 
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by our fellow-member Mr. Julius F. Sacbse; it has been 
printed on very handsome paper and is neatly bound in 
cloth, with the Society's seal surrounded by a neat blind- 
tooled border, which, by the way, is copied directly from a 
fine specimen of Andrew Bradford's binding done about 
1728. The edition is limited to two hundred and fifty 
copies, most of which have been subscribed for in advance 
of publication. The price is $5.00 a volume. 

We wish the Colonial Society may meet with hearty sup- 
port and speedily find imitators here and elsewhere. Noth- 
ing in print is rarer to-day than a file of an American news- 
paper published one hundred and fifty years ago, unless it 
be a file of last week's dailies. Ill-printed on bad paper 
and charged with false reports, nobody thinks them fit for 
a repository other than the aBh-bin or the waste-paper 
basket. 



